
Expression with Lines 
 

Artists use the element of line in works of art to create movement and shapes.  A line is 

a ________________________________________________________________________________.  

Lines can be made with a tool such as a pencil, pen, or paintbrush.  A line can even 

be made with your toe in the sand!  Lines have different ____________________, 

_____________________, and ____________________.  There are many types and patterns 

of lines, but you need to know the following for this class: 

 

1. Lines that move up and down, creating a 

feeling of strength and stability. 

 

2. Lines that move from side to side, creating a 

calm feeling. 

 

 

3. Lines that move at a slant and express 

movement. 

 

 

4. Lines that are made by joining diagonal lines. 

 

 

5. Lines that bend and change gradually or turn 

inward to form spirals. 

 

6. Lines that use a series of parallel lines to 

create value. 

 

 

7. Lines that use sets of parallel lines that cross 

each other to create value. 

 

 

 

Technique Tip: The same drawing tool can make lines of many different 

qualities.  Hold the tool lightly to make a faint line.  Press the tool firmly to 

make a heavy line.  Use the point or the edge of the tool to make a thin 

line.  Tip the tool to one side to make a thicker line. 

 

 



Perception Drawing 
Perception drawing is looking at something _________________________ and thinking 

deeply about what you see as you draw.  When Swiss painter Paul Klee taught art in 

Germany, he told his students, “Take a walk with a line.”  He wanted them to explore 

what could be done with just a simple line.  And that is just what Alexander Calder seemed to do with 

his sculpture of an elephant.  Calder used the wire for his line and he allowed the line to ramble as it 

revealed the basic shape of the elephant. 

 

In order to create his elephant, Calder looked at the contour of the elephant.  A contour of an object 

or figure is its __________________________.  Artists often make contour drawings of objects and use them 

as studies before making a painting or drawing.  Contour lines are 

__________________________________________ that show the edges and surface ridges of an object. 

When creating a modified contour drawing, you still look at your object while drawing, but you are 

allowed to glance briefly at your drawing.  In a blind contour, you do not look at your paper at all! 

 

In this drawing, French artist Henri Matisse (1869-1954) drew the contours of a woman.  

Most of the lines Matisse used in this drawing are actual lines, 

______________________________________________________.  Matisse also used 

implied lines, which are ________________________________________________.  

The placement of other lines and shapes helps you imagine implied lines.    

 

 

Sam Chinkes, drawing of a guitarist, might reveal moods and ideas.  Thick, 

heavy lines are much more ________________________ than a thin, light line.  

When emphasis is used, an artist is stressing one area in an artwork over 

another area.  The artist wants the viewer to notice that area first.  This is like 

the focal point a piece of art.  When using the element of line only in the 

piece, the artist will have to vary the lines they use.  Lines can long or short, thick or thin, and 

rough or smooth. 

 

Chinkes also used gesture lines in his drawing of the guitarist.  Gesture lines are drawn 

_____________________________ to capture the movement of a person, animal, or object in a 

painting or drawing.  A gesture sketch is a drawing that tries to capture the gesture or 

movement of an object as quickly as possible.  Unlike a contour drawing, a gesture sketch will 

show what the artist sees inside the object’s outline.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


